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At the Harvard Graduate School of Education, we strive to be a community defined both 
by inclusion and intellectual vibrancy. We aspire to create learning environments in which 
all people — regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, age, political views, religious beliefs, 
or any element of one’s background or identity — feel respected and heard. At the same 
time, we aspire to be a place where debates are not only possible but encouraged, 
where members of our community can learn to question the conventional wisdom 
and dominant ideologies. To me, this is what it means to be an inclusive academic 
community; where discussions are respectful but robust, where truths are both spoken 
and questioned, and where we work to remain united, despite our differences, in our 
shared faith in the power of education to change the world.
 
In building and maintaining such a community, there are, of course, times when we 
stumble or stagnate. But each year, with the influx of new students, ideas, and passions, 
our commitment to the values of respect and rigor is itself renewed. Just as it is my hope 
that you will have the opportunity to learn and grow here, I know that we will also learn from you and grow stronger as 
a community because of your presence. Just as you will be changed by this place, I know that you will also change this 
place for the better. I look forward to you joining us in this work and seeing you make HGSE your home.
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JAMES E. RYAN
Dean of the Faculty
Charles William Eliot Professor
Harvard Graduate School of Education
      @deanjimryan

HGSE students come from small towns and big cities, from across the 
street and across the globe. They possess a wide range of educational and 
professional experiences, and represent a seemingly endless variety 
of personal, socioeconomic, racial, religious, and political backgrounds.  

At HGSE, they come together to form a community that not only learns
from one another, but lifts each other up; supports, sustains, and 
energizes each other; and is committed to making sure that every 
member of our community can thrive.



HGSE increases your ability to connect with 
people across the school, not just the people you’d 
normally interact with. In my time on campus, 
I was part of the student council, HIVE
(Harvard GSE Innovation & Ventures in 
Education), and QueerEd, and found 
support and the free exchange 
of ideas in everything I’ve been 
involved in.
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DAVID HAY | Ed.L.D. CANDIDATE
Three words that describe me: Leader, Activist, Gay

HGSE enables people to find and build 
community, which was very important for 

me as a student of color. I needed people 
who looked and talked like me, who were 
from similar backgrounds, in order to be 

successful and thrive. HGSE provided the 
support and encouragement for me 
to build that community. As a result, 

I could really be myself here.

HGSE offers an abundance of 
opportunities for students to connect 
with people of similar backgrounds 
and experiences, including student 
organizations, cultural events, and 
other social and academic activities.

Whether you’re an activist or an entrepreneur, 
an educator or researcher, you will find the 
resources to propel your career forward and a 
community of supportive friends and colleagues 
that will sustain you through your academic 
experience and beyond.

STEPHANY CUEVAS | Ed.D. CANDIDATE
Three words that describe me: Xicana, Scholar, Activist
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I was concerned that HGSE would be a 

cutthroat environment where I might not be able 
to keep up with the rigorous academics. But all 

of my fears diminished within my first two weeks 
on campus. The professors are very invested 

in making sure you get the best education 
HGSE can give, and my fellow colleagues 
have greatly contributed to my academic, 

professional, and personal growth.

“
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relationships
Because I am 20 years older than most of my 
colleagues at HGSE, I feared I would not fit in 
with my classmates because of the age 
difference. Happily, I was wrong about 
that. The Higher Education Program 
cohort has been wonderful, and I 
have relationships with some of 
my classmates that will last the 
rest of my life.
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LOKELANI CUMMINGS-WATANABE | Ed.M.’16
Three words that describe me: Hawaiian, Aunty, Mentor

BRIAN MITCHELL | Ed.M.’16 
Three words that describe me: Dad, Lifelong-Learner, Doer 

With the education and support our students 
receive, they inevitably grow — both personally 
and professionally — and develop the 
confidence to follow their passions and 
turn their visions into reality. 

HGSE students come from a wide range 
of academic, professional, and personal 
backgrounds, which helps to create a 
dynamic learning environment and a 
supportive community. 
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low socioeconomic background at my 

undergraduate college, and was afraid this 
would also be the case at HGSE. While 
students from poor backgrounds tend 

to be a small group in elite spaces, 
I found that people at HGSE were eager 

to support me and help me identify 
and develop the things I felt were 

missing from my experience.”

“
JESSICA BOYLE | Ed.M.’16

Three words that describe me: Low-income, First Gen, Queer visibility
The HGSE community is very diverse and values 
so many different things. I discovered I can 
bring my whole self to this environment. 
I am black and gay, and every part 
of who I am is honored; my voice is 
heard and valued. And there have 
been so many opportunities for me 
to connect with people who have 
similar opinions and beliefs.

“
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CORNELIUS LEE | Ed.M.’15 
Three words that describe me: Educator, Leader, Empathizer 

Our students come from a wide range of backgrounds 
and represent a great variety of perspectives and 
interests. Wherever you come from — and wherever you 
want your life and career to go — you’ll find an inclusive 
and encouraging environment at HGSE and all the 
resources you need to achieve success.

HGSE values every student voice. Classrooms and 
other safe spaces provide an open and accepting 
environment for students to speak their minds and 
engage in a free exchange of different ideas.



Equity and Inclusion 
Fellowship

 HGSE Muslim 
Students Association

 Double Take: 
Stories That Make 

You Think Twice

 Dean’s Diversity 
Innovation Fund

Alumni of 
Color Conference

China Education 
Symposium

Social Justice 
Workshops

Asian Coalition 
for Education

HGSE Black 
Student Union

Comunidad 
LatinX

Different Voices

International Higher 
Education and 

Disabilities

QueerEd

African, Latino, Asiana 
and Native American 

Alliance (ALANA)

Celebration of Diversity: 
Multicultural Festival

The breadth and depth of student organizations and events at HGSE is testament to our commitment to 
ensuring that every aspect of your HGSE experience is fulfilling. If our existing initiatives do not meet your 
wants and needs, we encourage you to create your own.

CREATE CONNECTIONS, PURSUE PASSIONS, LIVE DREAMS



Admissions Office
Harvard Graduate School of Education

118 Longfellow Hall  •  13 Appian Way  •  Cambridge, MA 02138
gseadmissions@harvard.edu   •  http://hgse.me/admissions_db  


